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It is difficult for most of us to imagine Rancho Mira
without President Gerald and Betty Ford living in ¢
midst. The former first couple has lived in Rancho Mir
the Playground of Presidents, for thirty years.
The Fords chose Rancho Mirage as the place to sp¢
their retirement for the same reasons many of us deci
to make it home: the scenic Santa Rosa mountains;
impeccable weather; the private country clubs with prigtine
golf courses; great medical facilities and many sogial
opportunities.

Leslie ynch King,.Jhis mother quickly divorced her f .
abusive husband and moved near her parents in Gran@ ..
Rapids, Michigdwo years later she met and married| + = 7 = -
Gerald Ford, a paint salesman, and Leslie King bec
Gerald Ford, 8te would not learn of his adoption untif = . .
he was a teenageord attended South High School in {_ e
Grand Rapids, where he excelled scholastically and ~
athleticallypeing named to the honor society and th :
“All-City” and “All-State” football teams. He was also a¢tives. -« = . "2
in scouting, achieving the rank of Eagle SCOUEéQm R. Ford, Jr. poses with his pet Boston Terrier. 1916
November 1927. Ford attended the University of
Michigan, earning his Bachelor’'s degree in economicgs
and playing football from 1931-1935, helping thef
Wolverines go undefeated and win the National
Championship in 1933 and 1934. His play was stron
enough to field offers from both the Chicago Bears angd
the Green Bay Packers.

Instead of going pro, Ford wahtddJniversity to
work as an assistant football coach, while hoping to be
accepted into Law School. He was finally accepted ip
1938 and graduated in 1941. Ford returned to Michigan,
passed the state bar exam and was hired by a prominent
law firm in Grand Rapids. His career was interruptefl
by the US entrance into World War Il in 1941. Fordl
joined as a commissioned Navy officer in 1942 and wgs
assigned duty onboard the USS Moriikecy
Monterey saw action in the south pacific and N@Rflyy r. Ford, Jr. - Madison Elem School. 1923
capsized in a typhoon near the Phillipines in 1944.

ElizabetAnn Bloomer was bori\pnl 8, 1918 in
Chicago, the youngest child of Hortense Neahr & Wi
Bloomer . The family moved to Grand Rapids whe
was two years old. Betty had two older brothers
.admittedly grew up a tortheymother enrolled her
in dance classes to bring out her grace. She immedi
fell in love with dance and aspired to be a great da
Despite the death of her father when she was 16 yg¢
old, Betty stubbornly refused to give up on danc
After high school, Betty worked as a department s
model and her mother sent her to Bennington Colleg
Vermont for their dance proghdter. her second
summer at Bennington she asked Martha Graham if
could study with her in Mak. Miss Graham said
yes. She studied dance and modeled the three y
she was in Néfrk before her mother convinced he
to come back to Michigan. Hortense struck a deal

All photos in this story (unless where noted)
were provided courtesy of the Gerald R. Ford,
Jr. Presidential Library, Grand Rapids, Ml

Gerald R. Ford, Jr. HS graduation photo 1931
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Betty Bloomer at age 14. 1932

Betty Bloomer at age 18. 1936.
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her daughter: Betty would come home and after six
months, if she still wanted to be a danceYankNew
her mother would not interfere. Back in Grand Rapids
Betty taught dance, worked at a department store and
dated. Her mother married an old family friend and
neighborBetty soon met and married &8ikiy a
salesman who had taken her to her first dance when she
was 12. The marriage lasted five years before Betty
filed for divorce.

Gerald Ford met Betty Bloomer Warren at church in
1947, after her divorce. Jerry Ford had returned from
the war to find the girl who was supposed to be waiting
for him married to someone else. Mutual friends asked
Betty if she’d go out with Jerry Ford - she agreed and
they fell in love. Ford proposed to Betigmialdl
her that he planned to run for congress. They married
on October 15, 1948, two weeks before he won a seatif.
the House of Representatives. The Fords went to
Washington and settled in Virginia and soon welcomed
the birth of their first son, Michael ind®5@ore

sons, Jack and Steven, and a da&yisan, followed
in the next six years. Jerry Ford was a popular
representative in the House, socially moderate, fiscallyg

conservative, described by colleagues as fair andBepgR{-R. Ford, Jr. centers a football during practice at the University of Michigan, Ann
He gained national exposure in 1963 when Pregiggpt\i. 1933. During his senior year, he was offered professional contracts with the

Lyndon Johnson appointed him to the WaigRqo Bears and the Green Bay Packers.
Commission to investigate the assassination of President

Kennedy-ord was elected minority leader of the hiQuaeR|oomer at the Kent Country Club, Grand Rapids, MI. January 1938.
of Representatives in 1965, a post he held until President

Nixon tapped him to replaeRfesident S(NgNewW jerry Ford loved to sail in Lake Michigan. When WWII broke out, Ford joined the US
in December 1973. Navy as a commissioned o
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Lieutenant Commander When she reached 20 years of age, Betty Bloomer had the opportunity Betty Bloomer. 1940
Gerald R. Ford, Jr. 1945 to study dance at the Martha Graham Dance studio in New York City.

Betty Bloomer (center) dancing with four other young women. 1938.

Gerald & Betty Ford pose with their parents on their wedding day. On left:
Gerald R. Ford, Sr., and Dorothy Gardner Ford; on right: Hortense Neahr
Bloomer Godwin and Arthur Meigs Godwin. October 15, 1948

Right: Rep. Gerald Ford
giving a speech in Grand
Rapids July 4, 1950. He
won 13 terms to the House
of Representatives. His
dream was to become

Speaker of the House .

Wedding bells rang for the couple on October 15, 1948, two weeks before
his first election to the United States Congress. They are shown here leaving
the Grace Episcopal church in Grand Rapids following the wedding ceremony.

It was his first and her second marriage.


































