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     The Rancho Mirage Cultural Com-
mission proudly presents famous
Russian Comedian Yakov Smirnoff
for the first time in the Palm Springs
Valley! Two shows on Sunday, Dec-
ember 14, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. at the Annenberg Center
for Health Sciences at Eisenhower
Medical Center, 39000 Bob Hope
Drive in Rancho Mirage.
     Tickets ($35) on sale October 3 at
Rancho Mirage City Hall (69-825
Highway 111, 760-324-4511) and
Public Library (71-100 Highway
111, 760-341-7323).
     Since his 1992 arrival in Branson,
Missouri, Yakov Smirnoff has played
host to over three million visitors. At
his own 1,800-seat theatre, operated
personally by Yakov, the entire show
and venue reflects this inspirational
comedian�s unique insight into life,
family and these United States.
     Yakov�s movie credits include
�Moscow on the Hudson� with Robin
Williams, �Brewster�s Millions� with

Richard Pryor, �The Money Pit�
with Tom Hanks and �Heartburn�
with Jack Nicholson and Meryl
Streep. His many television
credits include Showtime�s ACE
Award nominee �Yakov Smirnoff
from Moscow�Idaho,� as well as
his own 1986 syndicated series
�What a Country.�
     It has been quite a journey for
the man who became an Am-
erican citizen on July 4, 1986,
when he was sworn in by Chief

What A Country!  Comedian Yakov Smirnoff to perform for Cultural Commission
Justice Warren Burger at the Statue
of Liberty. The immigrant who, in
1977, landed in this country with
his parents and less than $100 in
his pocket has grown to be a
command performer at the White
House, a respected comedic voice,
cultural observer and family man.
As Yakov says, �What a Country�!

       Since his rebirth in the United
States, the comedian maintains
his topical edge, traveling the
world of comedy and sharing his
insightful discoveries.
Open seating: $35 cash, check
and MasterCard/Visa accepted,
no refunds.

Smirnoff

Lehman Bankruptcy Halts Ritz Construction, City
OKs Bed Tax Rebates to Ensure Hotel Completion

     The Lehman Brothers bank-
ruptcy in New York was a factor
in the recent work stoppage on
the construction of the nearly-
complete Ritz-Carlton, Rancho
Mirage hotel project.
Construction workers were sent
home on September 17 as the
contractor  wanted a secure
funding source to pay for the
work being done, according to
project attorney Emily Hempill of
Ealy, Hempill & Blasdel, LLP.  She
said Lehman Brothers was the
primary lender of the project.

     At their Sept. 18 meeting,
the Rancho Mirage City
Council, on a vote of 5-0,
approved a financial incentive
plan so that developers will
finish the construction and the
hotel will open.  The plan calls
for the City to rebate 50% of
the TOT (Bed Tax) over $1.2
million annually, up to $10
million.  The City also agreed
to rebate 100% of the TOT
generated from the new
Tennis & Spa Suites.  The City
will also purchase three Spa

Suites for $5 million and hold
them for 5 years when they
must be bought back by the
developer.
     Mayor Ron Meepos said this
financial incentive plan will
ensure that the hotel project
gets completed and starts
generating revenue for the city.
Councilman Dana Hobart said
that an unfinished resort project
lying dormant would not be
good for residents� property
values, and the bed tax revenue
from the resort that the city had
been used to having, would be
gone. Councilman Richard Kite
said that the city isn�t �giving�
GenLB money � the hotel
construction must be finished
and the Ritz-Carlton needs to
open before any rebates on Bed
Tax are given.  He added that the
rebates will be paid back to the
City once the resort achieves
more than $24 million in annual
revenue.
      Hempill noted that the hotel
and spa suites are 80 percent
complete and that the
developers have spent more
than $200 million on the
project. She said that
construction should resume in
several weeks and the Ritz-
Carlton is still shooting for an
early 2009 opening.
(See Page 2 for details of agreement.)

     The Rancho Mirage Cham-
ber, in conjunction with the All
Valley Legislative Coalition and
the Coachella Valley Economic
Partnership will conduct the
Fall 2008 Candidate Forum.
The event will begin at 6:30
p.m. on Tuesday, October 7, at
the Rancho Mirage Public
Library. The event is FREE and
open to the public.
     Moderated by KESQ TV
News Anchor John White, the
focus of the questioning will be
on the Budget, Taxes, Job
Creation, Energy and Water.
     Scheduled to appear are 37th

State Senate District candidates
Arthur Bravo Guerrero (D) and
Assembly-man John J. Benoit
(R) ; 64th State Assembly
District candidate Brian
Nestande (R); 80th State
Assembly District candidates
Manuel Perez (D) Gary
Jeandron (R); and 45th U.S.
Congressional District
Candidate Julie Bornstein (D).
As of this writing, there has
been no reponse from Con-
gresswoman Mary Bono-Mack
(R) whether she will be able to
attend.
      Audience members will
have an opportunity to write
down questions to be asked of
the candidates toward the
conclusion of the Forum.

Artist�s rendering of  the Ritz-Carlton, Rancho Mirage as it will appear when it is com-
pleted in early 2009.  The hotel, originally built in 1988, has undergone a complete
transformation and has added a spa with ownership suites and many other luxury
amenities.

RM Chamber Spear-
heads Free Vallywide
Candidate Forum



Details of  City Agreement with
Ritz-Carlton Hotel Developer

Treasurer Michael Crandal
Thunderbird Country Club

Phone: 760.770.6188 Fax: 760.770.6102
Email: mjcatexmor@aol.com

Colleen Charrette
Colleen Charrette, CPA, CVA

Phone: 760.202.8756 Fax: 760.202.8757
Email: miragecpa@aol.com

Andres Delgado
Las Casuelas Nuevas

Phone 760328.8844 Fax: 760.321.0176
Email: adelado.lcn@gmail.com

Bary Freet
Weil Institute of Critical Care Medicine
Phone: 760.778.4911 Fax: 760.778.3469

Email: BaryPSFD@earthlink.net

Chris Jack
Black Angus Steak House

Phone: 760.324.8407 Fax: 760.324.2141
Email: BA1056@BlackAngus.com

Missy Poirier
Red Robin Gourmet Burgers and Spirits

Phone: 760.324.8310
Email: misschef325@earthlink.;net

Sheldon Robinson
Robinson Marketing

Phone: 760.202.9995 Fax: 760.202.6606
Email: sheldonsrstuff@aol.com

Walter Russo
Windermere Real Estate

Phone: 760.770.680l Fax: 760.770.6951
Email: russo@windermere.com

Kristen Seddon
El Paseo Bank

Phone: 760.834.6600 Fax: 760.834.6620
Email: kseddon@elpaseobank.com

Charles Townsend
Charles Townsend Collection
Phone: 760.568.2062 ext. 111

Fax: 760.568.0419
vincimollr@aol.com

Staff
Stuart Ackley, President/CEO

stuart@ranchomirage.org
Darren Zetena

Finance and Communications Director
darren@ranchomirage.org

Nicole Kondra, Administrative Asst.
Nicole@ranchomirage.org

Eve Phillips, Visitor Services

Monthly Chamber Meetings
Ambassadors

First Friday 8 a.m.
Board of Directors

Second Wednesday, 7:30 a.m.

Mixers
Third Tuesday 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Rancho Mirage
Chamber of Commerce

42-520 Bob Hope Drive, Suite B
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

Phone:  760.568-9351 Fax: 760.779-9684
e-mail: info@ranchomirage.org
Web site: www.ranchomirage.org

Restaurant Association Web site
www.DineInRanchoMirage.com

Chairman Art Gregoire
Windermere Real Estate

Phone: 760.880.8987
Email: ArtandTerry@gmail.com

Vice Chairman Linda Long
Lamar Outdoor Advertising
Phone: 760.327.4500 ext. 33

Fax: 760.327.4520
Email: ljlong@lamar.com or

ljblong@hotmail.com

Secretary Pat Manhart
Advanced Hearing Systems

Phone: 760.341.9619 Fax: 760.776.5861
Email: patmanhart@aol.com

Rancho Mirage Chamber
Mission Statement

The mission of the Rancho Mirage
Chamber of Commerce is to ag-
gressively promote a healthy eco-
nomic climate for the businesses
and citizens of Rancho Mirage •
serve as a catalyst between the busi-
ness community, members of the
Chamber and visitors to the City •
foster a dynamic partnership with
the City of Rancho Mirage.

2008 Board of Directors
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been previously rebated must begin
being repaid as of 12/31/2028 or when
the property reaches the $24 million
NOI level.
     The City has agreed to purchase 3
Spa Suites for $5 million.  The City will
hold the suites for a period of 5 years
and will receive net lease income of
$250,000 per year from the suites. 
Effectively, the City is loaning the
property owner (which again, is GENLB
and not the Ritz) an initial $5 million
once the Ritz opens for business. 
The mechanism that�s being used is a
purchase and leaseback of 3 Spa Suites
so that the City will make what is
effectively a �secured� loan in the form
of ownership of three condo units
which will pay the City 5% annually on
its $5 million loan/investment.  The City
has the right to sell any or all of the
three units before the 5-year period
ends.  If not sold beforehand, the suites
must be bought back by GENLB in 5
years. 
     Once the Hotel operates at $24
million annually in Net Operating
Income (see definition above), the TOT
rebates must start to be repaid to the
city and if that $24 million threshold is
not reached before 12/31/2028, the
repayment of the TOT rebates begins
anyway at a minimum of $1 million per
year, growing by $100,000 each year
thereafter (i.e. $1.1 million as of 12/31/
2029, $1.2 million as of 12/31/2030,
etc.).  These payments to the City are on
top of the regular TOT collections that
the City would be receiving at that time.
      The total of the TOT rebates is not
to exceed $20 million (and financial
projections estimated that the rebates
would be paid out over the period of
2009-2022 - reaching the total
maximum of $20 million in 2022 - with
repayments of the $20 million
beginning in 2029).
      If the Hotel is sold at any time at a
price in excess of $267 million,
any previously paid rebates not yet
repaid to the City must be paid from
the excess sale proceeds.

RM Council Proclaims October as
Rancho Mirage Restaurant Month
     The Rancho Mirage City Council pro-
claimed the month of October as the
official Rancho Mirage Restaurant Month
to thank and celebrate the important
restaurant industry of Rancho Mirage.
     To help celebrate Rancho Mirage
Restaurant Month, the Rancho Mirage
Restaurant Association is promoting
Restaurant Rendezvous, a culinary
extravaganza showcasing the desert�s
premier array of dining establishments
throughout the whole month of October
2008! Restaurant Rendezvous provides
food aficionados with a 20% discount (tax,
beverage and gratuity not included) at
more than 25 enticing restaurants
throughout Rancho Mirage from October
1 to October 31.
     The Rancho Mirage Restaurant Ren-
dezvous is a collaborative effort made
possible by the Rancho Mirage Restaurant
Association and more than 25 of the
desert�s finest restaurants. Restaurant
Rendezvous was established because

restaurants want to extend their
gratitude and thanks to local
patrons for their continuous
support of the local culinary
industry.
�The Rancho Mirage Restaurant
Rendezvous is a way for local
restaurants to step up and say
thank you. It�s incredible that the
community has continued to stand
beside us despite these tough
economic times and we want to
make sure they know we are
extremely appreciative of their
support,� says Event Chairman,
Chris Jack of Black Angus
Steakhouse.
               Diners can print up their
20% off coupon at home by visiting
www.DineInRanchoMirage.com or
pick up at the public library, city hall
and the Chamber of Commerce
office.   For more information
please visit:
www.DineInRanchoMirage.com.

      Hotel must open in 2009 as a
Ritz-Carlton.  Agreement is null &
void if the property is sold or ceases
to operate as a Ritz-Carlton, unless
the City approves the sale or change
in operator AND the new owner/
operator assumes the remaining
obligations (i.e. repayment of prior
rebates, repurchase of Spa Suites,
etc.).
     The City will rebate 50% of the
TOT received from the Hotel and
Spa Suites above $1.2 million
annually until:
1) the maximum total Hotel & Spa
Suite Rebate of $10 million is
reached;
2) the property operates at $24
million in Net Operating Income
(Revenues less Expenses, exclu-ding income
taxes, loan payments, depreciation and
capital expend-itures);
OR
3) the year 12/31/2028, whichever
(of the three) occurs first.

[So, for example, if the TOT in a given year
is $2 million, the City keeps the first $1.2
million and 50% of the �overage�; the
remaining 50%, or $400,000, would be
paid to GENLB (the property owner). 
So the City would keep $1.6 million and
GENLB would receive $400,000, with the
$400,000 and all other rebates repaid to
the City later - see below.]

     The City will rebate 100% of the
TOT from the Tennis Suites & Villa
Suites up to a total of $10
million.  There is no fixed date at
which the Tennis/Villa or
�Condotel� TOT Rebates cease. 
They do, however, cease once the
$10 million maximum Condotel
Rebate is reached.  Whatever has

Restaurant Association Chairman Chris Jack, of Black Angus Steakhouse, looks
on as Mayor Ron Meepos proclaims October as  Rancho Mirage Restaurant Month.
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City of Rancho Mirage Economic Development ReportCity of Rancho Mirage Economic Development ReportCity of Rancho Mirage Economic Development ReportCity of Rancho Mirage Economic Development ReportCity of Rancho Mirage Economic Development Report
The following article is taken from
the City Manager•s Monthly Report
for September
TEMPORARY OFFICES
The Economic Development
Department has settled into its new
temporary office space at the City
Hall Annex. The department will
return to City Hall once its
remodeled offices are completed in
October.

CVA/HOTEL MARKETING &
TOURISM ACTIVITY
Rancho Mirage Transient Occupancy
Tax (TOT) collected in June 2008
exceeded June 2007 by 12.4% while
the rest of the Valley cities
experienced a significant downturn
in TOT revenue proving that targeted
marketing can make a difference.
Rancho Mirage Tourism Marketing
was represented at two major
promotional events in late July and
August. The first was a cooperative
event sponsored by The Robb
Report and San Diego Magazine at
a private estate in Rancho Santa Fe.
Over 500 invited guests attended
the event and stopped by the
Rancho Mirage booth to learn about
the City•s resorts and receive copies
of the new Rancho Mirage Travel
Guide. The second promotion for
the destination took place at UCLA
at the Countrywide Tennis
Tournament where Rancho Mirage
joined KFWB Radio to greet 60,000
attendees over a week long period.
Radio ads, web promotions and on-
air resort package give-a-ways with
KFWB in partnership with Rancho
Las Palmas Resort & Spa and The
Westin Mission Hills Resort & Spa
resulted in driving the largest num-
ber of visitors to the Rancho Mirage
web site to date.

KESSLER OFFICE PROJECT
Construction continues on Steve
Kessler•s 15,376 S.F. two-story
professional office building on 1.10
acres at 71-687 Highway 111 (west
of Dunes View along Sahara Road).
This building expects opening in fall 2008.

WINDERMERE REALTY
Construction is underway on Bob
Deville•s 11,000 S.F. two-story office
building to house Windermere
Realty at 71-691 Highway 111 (the
southwest corner of Highway 111
and Dunes View immediately
adjacent to the Kessler office
project). The project was originally
approved by the City Council on
February 2, 2006.

THE SHOPPES OF RANCHO MIRAGE
Talbert Development LLC is pursuing
the development of a 52,244 S.F.
retail center named The Shoppes of
Rancho Mirage on 4.82 acres at 70-
265 Highway 111 and Thunder Road
(next to Lord Fletcher•s). The project
is fully entitled and has received
LEED Gold pre-certification status
based on its environmentally
friendly design. The developer is
expected to submit grading and
buildings plans soon.

CRAB POT RESTAURANT
The former Dominick•s restaurant on
Highway 111 was sold to a local
restaurant operator in October
2007. The new owners have plans
for opening their second Crab Pot
location in the valley at this site,

which has been
vacant for several
years. The nautical
themed restaurant
serves a variety of
family style
seafood in a casual
envir-onment. The
owners have
finished asbestos
a b a t e m e n t ,
minimal repairs to
the roof and an
upgrade to the
electrical system.

M O N T E R E Y
MARKETPLACE
I n v e s t w e s t ,
owners of the
City•s former 10-
acre site on Dinah
Shore, are well
underway on the
construction of a
107,500 S.F.
expansion of the
M o n t e r e y
M a r k e t p l a c e .
Construction of
the buildings,
parking field,
installation of
lights and interior
landscaping are all
progressing in
phases. The Valley•s only Jo-Ann
Fabric and Craft Superstore opened
their 32,500 S.F. store in August
with great fanfare. Plummers
represents the largest of the •big
boxŽ inline tenant buildings
(approximately 32,500 S.F.). Leases
have been executed with two
restaurant tenants who are both
underway with tenant
improvements. Burgers & Beer will
occupy 5,300 S.F. of the inline
tenantspace nearest to Regal
Cinemas and The Slice Ristorante &
Pizzeria will be opening a 3,000 S.F.
restaurant in a portion of one of the
pad buildings. All remaining spaces
are in active negotiations with
numerous potential tenants.

MONTEREY COMMONS
The Zelman Companies is com-
mencing with plans to develop the
33-acres of undeveloped property
on Monterey Avenue, directly to the
south of The Home Depot for a
retail project to be called Monterey
Commons. The completion of a
recent traffic study favors con-
struction of a signalized inter-
section at approximately the mid
point of the project on Monterey.
However, the City of Palm Desert
recently denied our request to install
the recommended traffic light. The
Monterey Avenue Corridor Sub-
committee, along with city staff met
with Council and staff represen-
tatives from Palm Desert in August
to discuss the denial in relation to a
previously executed agreement
between the two cities which calls
for the installation of a traffic light
at the location in question. The
meeting was positive with Palm
Desert agreeing to place the issue
on the September 11 Council
meeting for further consideration.
The developer remains in active
lease negotiations with some
significant possible tenants,
although none are ready for public
announcement at this time. Zelman
has indicated that they are close to
formally submitting their project.

FIVE PEAKS
Monte Vista Rancho Mirage has
submitted plans to develop the
approximately 18 acres of com-
mercially zoned property across
from the Rancho Mirage Public
Library. The Preliminary Devel-
opment Plan calls for 189,616 S.F. of
high-end retail from approximately
the center line of the property
boundary to the western boundary.
The developer is also pursuing a
hotel use on the remainder of the
site and has been in discussions with
several possible users. The ARB
approved the project, but asked that
it be brought back to verify that
requested modifications are made.
The project was presented to the
ARB again on August 25 with the
Board recommending denial due to
a perceived conflict with vehicular
and pedestrian traffic along the main
entrance to the project. Staff will be
discussing the issue with the devel-
oper in hopes of working on a
solution to best address the ARB•s
concerns.

RITZ-CARLTON & RELATED PROJECTS
The owners of The Ritz-Carlton re-
sort hotel, GenLB, are under con-
struction to completely renovate the
existing 344 room resort and add an
18 unit spa facility, develop 54 hotel
villas, 24 tennis villas, and a new
hotel wing consisting of 54 units. The
project includes fractional owner-
ship and condo hotel ownership.
Grading, demolition and construc-
tion permits have been issued. The
first phase project (existing hotel
renovation) of this $500 million
project is scheduled for completion
November 2008. Subsequent phases
are scheduled for completion 2009
through 2012. The first subsequent
phase that is now under construc-
tion is the Spa and Spa Suites build-
ing. A monthly status meeting con-
tinues to take place with City staff,
the owners and their contractors
and consultants. Staff recently ap-
proved a Minor Modification to the

Edge Restaurant and the Sales Gal-
lery. The applicant has also indicated
that they will be proposing revisions
to the design of the subsequent
phases.

PAVILIONS OFFICE PARK
Mr. Peter Koetting submitted a pre-
liminary development plan for con-
struction of an eight-building, single-
story office park with buildings rang-
ing in size from 7,179 S.F. to 11,379
S.F. totaling 75,403 S.F., with 330
parking spaces, located on 5.87 acres
on Gerald Ford Drive west of Bob
Hope Drive. The applicant also sub-
mitted a General Plan Amendment
to change the zone from Neighbor-
hood Commercial to Office. The
project was reviewed by the Archi-
tectural Review Board (ARB) on June
25, 2007 and July 23, 2007. The ap-
plicant was requested to make some
architectural changes for further re-
view by ARB. Access to the signal in
front of the fire station was dis-
cussed and direction was given to
the applicant. Staff last met with the
applicant in August 2008 with both
sides continuing to work together to
bring this project forward.
L•VENETO PROJECT
The L•Veneto project that has been
sitting unfinished on Country Club
Drive east of Highway 111 has a new
developer. Sacramento Veneto
Venture LLC has received building
permits to finish the eight two-story
units under construction. The same
group is looking at building 11 more
of the 19 two-story units previously
approved in the •coreŽ area of the
project (the previous developer built
foundations and an elevator to
date). The project is now called
Veneto. Planning, Building and Public
Works staff toured the construction
site in March. The Preliminary
Development Plan for the 22 single-
story perimeter units has expired; any
proposals on those lots require the
submittal and processing of a new
Preliminary Development Plan.
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25 to 34 years

Black Angus Steakhouse
69-640 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.324.8407
www.blackangus.com
Restaurants… Steakhouse

Idearc Media, Official Publisher
of Verizon Yellow Pages
Marianne Burton
10459 Mountain View Avenue,
Suite A
Loma Linda, CA 92354
Phone: 909. 478.1300
www.idearc.com
Advertising Directory & Guides 

Patios Plus
Jim Schultz
71-619 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760. 346.3948
www.thepatiosplus.com
Furniture … Outdoor & patios

20 to 24 Years

Palm Springs Unified School
District
Laurie S. McCune, EdD
980 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: 760.416.6000
www.psusd.k12.ca.us
Schools, Colleges & Educational
Services

15 to 19 years

Colleen A. Charrette CPA, CVA
38-260 Dorn Road
Cathedral City, CA 92234
Phone: 760.202.8756
Accounting, Tax Services

Desert Orthopedic Center
Deborah Hornick
39000 Bob Hope Dr.,
Lakeview Bldg. 2nd floor
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.568.2684
www.desertortho.com
Physicians & Surgeons

Jensen•s Finest Foods
David Viehuf
73-601 Highway 111
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760.346.9393
www.jensensfoods.com
Grocers

Powers Awards
Dave Powers
41-700 Corporate Way, Ste C
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760. 346.6926
www.powersawards.com
Trophies, Plaques,Medals &
Insignia

Valley Pools
Steve Valsvig
96 Esplanade Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.321.5570
Pools & Spas

10 to 14 years

Desert Management
Jim Lewis
42-427 Rancho Mirage Lane
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.862.1202
www.desertmanagement.com
Real Estate … Property
Management

KMRJ 99.5
Maureen Mitchell
1061 S. Palm Canyon Drive
Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: 760.778.6995
www.m995.com
Radio Stations

5 to 9 years

BAIA Insurance
41-990 Cook Street, # 703
Palm Desert, CA 92211
Phone: 760.568.5072
www.baiasolutions.com
Insurance … Employee Benefits

Boomers! Palm Springs
67-700 E. Palm Canyon Drive
Cathedral City, CA 92234
Phone: 760.770.7522
www.boomersparks.com
Attractions

California Teachers Association
Tomas Martinez
69-844 Highway 111, Suite G
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.324.3121
www.cta.org
Non-Profit Organization

Desert Key Magazine
Millie Roche
P. O. Box 642
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.345.2163
www.keypalmsprings.com
Newspapers, Periodicals,
Publishers

Desert Youth Ballet
Valerie Mahabir
71-711 San Jacinto Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.341.0122
www.desertyouthballet.org
Youth Organizations & Centers

Dyson & Dyson Sotheby•s Inter-
national Realty, Marilyn Bauer
Marilyn Bauer
74-910 Highway 111
Indian Wells, CA 92210
Phone: 760.333.6303
www.marilynbauer.com
Real Estate - Residential

Berrylynn & Dwayne Freeby
Residential Member

The Enclave Condominium
Rentals
Lisa Clark
35751 Gateway Dr.
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760. 836.0868
www.enclavepalmdesert.com
Real Estate … Rentals/Timeshares

Guide Dogs of the Desert
Curt Bergeron
P.O. Box 1692
Palm Springs, CA 92263
Phone: 760.329.6257
www.guidedogsofthedesert.org
Social Service Organizations

Interior Dimensions
Debra Hankins
78026 Calle Barcelona, Suite A
La Quinta, CA 92253
Phone: 760.777.8228
www.interior-dimension.com
Interior Decorators & Design

Richard W. Kite
Residential Member

Land Rover of Rancho Mirage
Jim Ravenscroft
71-387 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.346.7683
www.landroverranchomirage.com
Automobile Dealers

Mink Printing
John Edwards
41-905 Boardwalk, Suite V
Palm Desert, CA 92211
Phone: 760.341.0056
Printing, Copying and Graphics

The River
Carol Ann Zale
71-800 Highway 111, Suite A-208
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.341.2711
www.theriveratranchomirage.com
Shopping Centers

Roy•s Hawaiian Fusion
April McCaa
71-959 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.340.9044
www.roysrestaurant.com
Restaurants - Pacific Rim

St. Margaret•s Episcopal Church
Don Rondeau
47535 Highway 74
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone:760. 346.2697
www.stmargarets.org
Churches & Synagogues

TMJ Head & Neck Pain Center
Dr. Chun Kim
35900 Bob Hope Drive, Suite 110
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.770.4033
www.tmjheadneckpain.com
Dentists

Westin Mission Hills Resort Villas
James Moran
71-333 Dinah Shore Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760. 328.5955

Westin Mission Hills Resort Villas
www.starwoodvacationownership.com
Real Estate … Rentals/Timeshares

1 to 4 years

Braille Institute
Lars Hansen
70-251 Ramon Road
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.321.1111
www.brailleinstitute.org
Professional Organizations

Desert Oasis Healthcare
Abby Cohen
257 North El Cielo Road
Palm Springs, CA 92262
www.mydohc.com
Physicians & Surgeons

El Paseo Bank
Kristen Seddon
40101 Monterey Ave. Bldg H
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.834.6600
www.elpaseobank.com
Banks

Floor Styles
Karen Westfall
36-701 Date Palm Drive
Cathedral City, CA 92234
Phone: 760.324.1661
www.floor-styles.com
Flooring, Carpeting & Rug Dealers

Joanne •JoŽ Gyr
Residential Member

Keller Williams Realty
Heath Hilgenberg
70005 Mirage Cove Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.969.1000
www.kw.com
Real Estate … Residential

Standards of Excellence
Brian Edwards
70-190 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone:760. 328.0046
www.standardsofexcellence.com
Appliances & Decorative
Plumbing

State Farm Insurance, Phil
Goodge
Phil Goodge, CA License 0F02978
69730 Highway 111, Suite 216
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone:760.328.3233
www.goodgeagency.com
Insurance

Monique B. Zinser
Residential Member



Welcome New Members

Rancho Mirage Business Advocate     September/October 2008       Page 5

Allstate, Mike Teran
Mike Teran, CA License # 0566380
71780 San Jacinto Drive, Suite A1
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.776.8346
Fax: 760.776.8392
www.allstate.com
Insurance
     A native of the Coachella Valley,
Mike Teran has a solid understanding
of the insurance needs for the
community. From automobile and
home pro-tection to life and specialty
products, Mike can provide
personalized service and a wide
variety of options.  Mike•s
commitment is to help you protect
what you need today and also prepare
for tomorrow by helping you
understand how in-surance is a part
of your •safety netŽ and a cornerstone
to your financial security. Through
teamwork, Mike will work with you to
evaluate your coverage and select
flexible pay-ment options. With Mike
Teran, You are in Good Hands!

The Bungalow Salon
Vikky Hume
71935 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.568.5454
www.TheBungalowSalon.com
Beauty Salon and Supplies
     Escape to a lush oasis in the heart
of the Palm Springs Valley! The
Bungalow Salon tantalizes all the
senses in an Italian Garden of Eden
setting with luxurious appointments
and unique artwork. Transform
yourself with new hair styling, spa
treatments, skin rejuvenation, yoga or,
Pilates classes. For that special
occasion, receive the personal touch
and enjoy wine tastings, private
parties or special events at an oasis
that accommodates 150 comfortably.
The Bungalow Salon … pampered,
personalized perfection!

Cal-Nevada Pools
Mark Touw
P. O. Box 2222
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.831.0860
Pools & Spas
     Transform your backyard into a
water oasis. Cal-Nevada Pools can
build and create a water environ-ment
that will mesmerize and touch all your
senses. A variety of exciting shapes
and sizes allow you to re-create your
backyard environment into a private
refuge for escaping, relaxing and
entertaining. Cal Nevada Pools further
enhance your water wonderland by
adding water features, spa spillovers
and lighting.
        Already have a pool? Cal Nevada
Pools will renovate your existing pool
to create a brand new backyard
paradise. Our success is due to keeping
the interests of each cus-tomer in
mind throughout the entire design
and construction process … from start
to finish! We go to great lengths to
make sure it is understood exactly
what you want and then work to make
it a reality. Our highly trained and
experienced con-struction crews are
committed to quality and
craftsmanship. Let Cal-Nevada Pools
build your backyard dreams. Call Mark
Touw today at 760.831.0860 or email:
mark.touw@yahoo.com.

Coachella Valley Printing Group
John Edwards
46167 Van Buren Street
Indio, CA 92201
Phone: 760.347.8886
Fax: 760.347.7613
www.cvprinting.com
Printing, Copying & Graphics

Curtis & Harris Insurance Services
Hugh Curtis
1801E. Tahquitz Cyn Way, Ste 201
Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: 760.778.8787
Fax: 760.778.7676
www.curtisharrisinsurance.com
Insurance
     The mission of Curtis & Harris
Insurance Services is to deliver to their
customer•s appropriate insurance
protection at a competitive price.  The
agency operates on a high-tech
paperless platform that allows for a
quick response time to customers•
needs while retaining a competitive
edge.  The agency principals foster an
environment that is fun, honest,
transparent, exciting, creative and
competitive. 
     Hugh Curtis and Lucy Harris,
MS,CIC,CPCU,AU,RPLU bring know-
ledge, experience and creativity to the
table when negotiating their client•s
insurance programs.  Their reput-
ations in the insurance in-dustry allow
them the ability to procure the most
advantageous terms from the insurers
that they represent.  Both commercial
and personal insurance should be re-
viewed at least once a year to assure
the insurance contracts and pricing are
the best available on the market.

The Gardens on El Paseo
Robert Fliday
73-545 El Paseo, Suite 2500
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760. 826.1990
Fax: 760.862.1884
www.thegardensonelpaseo.com
Shopping  Centers
     As open and mesmerizing as the
desert itself, The Gardens on El Paseo
offers an evocative selection of more
than 40 upscale shops and restaurants
all embraced by a lush garden oasis. 
Anchored by Saks Fifth Avenue, and
the arrival of Louis Vuitton in 2009,
each compliments the other luxury
retailers including Tiffany & Company,
J Crew, Cole Haan, Coach, Brooks
Brothers, Tom-my Bahama•s, and
Pacifica Seafood Restaurant.  Discover
The Gardens on El Paseo where
elements conspire to brighten moods,
heat up impulses and expose
expectations! 

Mercury Film and Television
Pam Hudgens
73-241 Highway 111, Suite 3F
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Phone: 760.346.6372
Fax: 760.346.6556
www.mercuryfilm.tv
Video Production
     Mercury Film and Television•s
creative team implements unique
concepts from scriptwriting through
post-production. The experienced
mar-keting department provides
research and strategic planning. The
production staff is dedicated to
providing the highest quality images.
The inspired editing and motion
graphics art department adds the
finishing touches to produce well-
rounded and proven success in feature

films, documentaries, TV series,
commercials, infomercials and
multimedia.

MJ Custom Furniture
Rick Martinez
72-162 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.779.0303
Fax: 760.779.0311
www.mjcustomfurniture.com
Furniture/Interior Design
        At MJ Custom Furniture, we do
one thing extraordinarily well - high
quality custom made furniture, to
your door •in about a weekŽ.  Create
that dream home environment that
will last a lifetime using the hun-dreds
of styles and thousands of fabrics
available. The design staff will assist
you in your home or at our Rancho
Mirage showroom.   Everyone•s
question is how can we provide
quality, style and ex-pedient delivery
guaranteed? The answer is via our Los
Angeles factory. No one else in the
desert can beat that - to your door •in
about a week! Ž

Rancho Mirage Surgery Center
Robert E. Bonofiglo
35-800 Bob Hope Dr., Ste 215
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 760.699.6500
Fax: 760.699.6555
Physicians & Surgeons
     Rancho Mirage Surgery Center
(RMSC) is pleased to announce its
October opening.  RMSC is a state-of-
the-art physician governed
multispecialty ambulatory surgery
center strategically located in the
heart of the Coachella Valley. 
Specialties include general surgery
(women•s health), bariatric surgery,
orthopedic surgery, pain management
and otolaryngology (ENT) surgery. 
RMSC is actively pursuing accred-
itation with the Accreditation
Association for Ambulatory Health

Care, Inc. (AAAHC).  AAAHC is the
definitive accreditation agency that
oversees surgery center quality.   We
are looking forward to serving the
elective surgical needs of the
community.

Dr. Sofonio, Board Certified
Plastic Surgeon
Lora Galipo
39000 Bob Hope Dr. Ste k407
Rancho Mirage, CA  92270
Phone: 760.341.5555
www.DrSofonio.com
Plastic Surgeons
       A desert native, Dr. Mark V.
Sofonio, Board Certified Plastic
Surgeon & Section Chief, Dept. of
Plastic Surgery at Eisenhower
Medical Center, graduated with high
honors from the U.C.R./U.C.L.A. 
Internship and General Surgery
residency was achieved at the
University of Hawaii & Plastic
Surgery Residency training at the
Medical College of Ohio. Post
residency fellowships were
completed at the Burn Unit/Wound
Care Center at the Medical College
of New York and Connell Aesthetic
Surgery Institute.
     With a highly refined eye for
aesthetic detail, Dr. Sofonio has a
special interest and extensive
experience in performing aesthetic
surgery.  Specialties include all forms
of body contouring, facial re-
juvenation surgery and the latest
techniques in laser surgery.  Dr.
Sofonio•s on-site state of the art
surgical center approved by the
State of California Institute for
Medical Quality provides safety and
privacy.  Dr. Sofonio insists on the
use of a Board Certified
Anesthesiologist Medical Doctor for
the patient•s added safety.  Dr.
Sofonio•s most important concern is
making your aesthetic surgery a
pleasant and satisfying experience.

Next Mixer:
October 21, 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Standards of Excellence
70-080 Hwy. 111, Rancho Mirage

Thanks to the August & Sept. Mixer Hosts

And Thanks to Door Prize Donors
Advanced Hearing Systems
Bing Crosby•s Restaurant &
Piano Bar
Windermere Real Estate, Art
Gregorie & Terry Nelson
Costco Wholesale
Desert Radio Group
Desert Springs Publishing
Estate of Richard J. Soltys

Mimi•s Café
S.C.O.R.E.
Dr. Sofonio, Board Certified Plastic
Surgeon
Esser Air Conditioning & Heating
Palm Springs Art Museum
PhotoColorgraphix
Spotlight 29 Casino
Thai Smile of Rancho Mirage
Woman•Show



Job Hunting in an Unsteady Economy - 7 Tips for Success
by Tom Musbach, Yahoo! HotJobs
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conducting interviews over your
lunch break or doing volunteer
work on the weekend that might
lead to a paid gig,Ž she says. •If
you are currently unemployed,
you may have to settle for a
situation that•s not 100% ideal in
order to keep yourself afloat
through the downturn.Ž
      David Bach, a workforce
development specialist in San
Francisco, says job seekers can
•improve their competitive edge
by becoming more aware of the
top ongoing employers.Ž Fields
that are less affected by the
evolving economy „ such as
education, health care, and
energy „ make an ideal focus
right now, he adds.
Tips for Reaching Your Goal
     Experts recommend the
following actions to increase
your job-search success in an
uncertain economic climate.
     * Tailor your presentations;
don•t be generic. •In developing
a resume and other promotions
materials, think about how your
current skills and talents apply
directly to the responsibilities
you•ll hold in the new job,Ž says
Levit.
      * •Create a target list of
companies,Ž says career coach
Julie Jansen, author of •You Want

Me to Work with Who?Ž She
suggests sending the list to 25
people, asking them if they can
put you in touch with an
employee at one of the listed
companies.
     * •Make yourself and your
skills more visible,Ž says Bach. He
suggests posting and refreshing
your resume in more places,
such as online job boards, and
going to job fairs.
        * •Create an advisory board
of smart and empathetic people
and confer with them regularly
about your job search,Ž says
Jansen.
       * •Hone and utilize your
•elevator pitch• as often as
possible,Ž says Bach, referring to
a 30-second summary of your
professional assets.
        * Keep your spirits high.
Don•t let the process overwhelm
you or weigh you down. Jansen
advises, •Make a list of your five
favorite things to do, and do
them!Ž
        * Make an effort daily. •Do
one thing each day „ like
emailing a new contact or
attending a networking event „
that moves your job search
forward,Ž says Levit. •Your worst
enemy is inertia.Ž

     Whether or not the U.S. economy
has hit a recession, one thing is clear
these days: Uncertainty is in the air,
and it affects nearly every economic
sector, including the job market.
     The recent rise in the U.S.
unemployment rate „ 5.7% in July
„ indicates that fewer jobs are
being created, but the shrinkage may
not affect job-seekers in some fields,
such as technology or health care.
Nonetheless, experts say job seekers
should pay attention to current
economic conditions and expect that
the job-search process may take
longer.
Adjust Your Approach?
     •The unemployment rate has
risen, but it is not at a point that
should cause job seekers to panic,Ž
says John Challenger, CEO of
outplacement firm Challenger, Gray
& Christmas Inc. •There is still
demand for workers. Those seeking
jobs in construction or mortgage
lending might have a more difficult
time finding employment, but we
have not seen a significant downturn
in hiring in other sectors.Ž
     Alexandra Levit, author of •They
Don•t Teach Corporate in College,Ž
suggests job seekers may want to
alter their approach due to economic
uncertainties.
     •Perhaps this means earning a
paycheck at your current job while

Find a Job or Employee

760.340.1145 www.pdnb.com

LA QUINTA
47000 WASHINGTON

PALM DESERT
73745 EL PASEO

PALM SPRINGS
333 N. PALM CANYON

RANCHO MIRAGE
70390 HWY. 111

At Palm Desert National Bank, we are committed to your financial success.

With you in mind, we have created a special $50,000line of credit designed

specifically for business professionals*. We•re pleased to offer a streamlined

application process, and a wide variety of features and additional benefits.

For more information about qualifying for this line of credit, just give us a call.

Our Revolving Line of Credit at Prime

Helps Business Professionals Stay on

Par with Their Daily Challenges.

A V O I D  T R A P S .

The Workforce Development
centers (WDC) is a division of the
Economic Development Agency
of Riverside County. Our WDC
mission is providing businesses
with their greatest resource.
Whether you are a business
looking for qualified employees or
a job seeker looking for
employment, we can help.
Riverside County is a major
economic force that continues to
grow rapidly and significantly out
perform its neighboring coastal
communities in many important
ways. Because of rapid growth
during the past decade, regional
workforce demand and
opportunity now run the gamut
from unskilled labor to ultra-high
tech industries. In addition to
managing four thriving
Workforce Development Centers,
the Economic Development
Agency provides customized
employee recruitment and
training efforts for companies
seeking to expand or relocate
within the county. The programs
also prepare the region•s youth
for higher education, work, and
leadership in their communities.
Our business services unit

provides comprehensive
services that will save you
time and money hiring and
training employees. Job
Seekers services provides
education, job training,
employment programs,
services, and information to
help with your employment
preparation needs.
Our Promise:

� Not to give you the
•run around•
� To respond quickly
� To be consultative in
meeting your expectations
� Quality customer
service, at all times
providing you with the
highest quality and value
and continuous improve-
ment in our level of
service

For more information on
Workforce Development
Center-Business and Career
Centers for employers, please
call (760) 863-2500, ask for
Business Solutions or Job
Service

Karen Snake, Business
Solutions Consultant,

Office Space
For Rent

Available October 2008

Great Location and a
Great Price!  1,000
square feet of office
space, downtown
Rancho Mirage, across
Highway 111 from the
popular River at Rancho
Mirage.  Perfect for
Professional office or
property management
concerns. Recently
painted and carpeted,
the space is currently
split into three separate
offices.  You won•t find a
better price per square
foot anywhere else in
Rancho Mirage!  Please
call Sonny Tatum at (760)
340-3005 for more
information or e-mail:
Turtletat@aol.com.
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The Board of Directors of the
California Chamber of Commerce
has voted to take the following
positions on propositions in the
November election:

Proposition 1A:  High Speed
Passenger Train Bond Act „
Oppose
•California will need to invest at
least $50 billion to complete a
statewide high speed rail system. 
There are other projects that
mitigate congestion that should be
a higher priority,Ž said California
Chamber of Commerce President
and CEO Allan Zaremberg..  

Proposition 2:  The Standards
for Confining Farm Animals Act
„ Oppose
•California imposes more
restrictions on agriculture and
agricultural practices than any
other state.  These restrictions
increase costs to consumers and
reduce competitiveness of
California•s farmers and ranchers.
This measure would severely
damage commercial egg
production in California, result in
the loss of thousands of jobs, hurt
school lunch programs and
businesses like grocery stores and
restaurants, and compromise food
safety,Ž said Zaremberg. 

Proposition 3:  Children•s
Hospital Bond Act „ Support
•Expanding and improving
children•s hospitals are an
important health care priority. 
Without continued investments in
medical equipment and facilities,
California•s health care system will
not be prepared to meet the needs
of our expanding population. The
children served by these hospitals
are in need of specialized services
and the hospitals that treat them do
so without regard to a family•s
ability to pay.  This measure will
expand capacity and bring hope to
critically ill children and their
families,Ž said Zaremberg.

Proposition 5:  Nonviolent
Offender Rehabilitation Act „
Oppose
•This measure would reduce
penalties for crimes against
business and would limit the
ability of judges to hold parole
violators accountable. Property
and white collar crimes are costly
for businesses and consumers,Ž
said Zaremberg. 

Proposition 6:  Safe
Neighborhoods Act „ No
Position

Proposition 7:  Solar and Clean
Energy Act of 2008 „ Oppose
•The CalChamber Board of
Directors voted to oppose this
measure due to its potential to
substantially drive up energy
prices in the state,Ž said
Zaremberg.

Proposition 10: Renewable
Energy & Clean Alternative Fuel
Act „ Oppose
•The reduction of greenhouse
gases is a priority for our state,
however this measure is not the
most cost effective way to achieve
reductions. Proposition 10 does
not allow all technologies to
compete for taxpayer dollars.
CalChamber has long advocated
for sound, cost effective energy
policies that are market driven and
technology or fuel neutral.
Unfortunately, this measure does
not meet that test,Ž said
Zaremberg. 

Proposition 11:  The California
Voters First Initiative „
Support
•CalChamber has long believed
that fair redistricting is key to
meaningful political reform,Ž said
Zaremberg. •The California Voters
First Initiative will allow the
citizens of California „ rather
than the Legislature „ to create

legislative districts that will require
elected officials be accountable to
the voters.Ž 
Proposition 12:  Veteran•s Bond
Act „ Support
•California•s business community
supports our brave men and
women in uniform.  This initiative
would make today•s wartime
veterans eligible for the Cal-Vet
loan program, enabling more of
them to purchase homes at low
interest rates,Ž said Zaremberg.
•The program is self-liquidating
and does not impact overall bond
indebtedness for the state.Ž 

The California Chamber of
Commerce (CalChamber) is the
largest broad-based business
advocate to government in
California.  Membership represents
one-quarter of the private sector
jobs in California and includes firms
of all sizes and companies from
every industry within the state. 
Leveraging our front-line
knowledge of laws and regulations,
we provide products and services to
help businesses comply with both
federal and state law.  CalChamber,
a not-for-profit organization with
roots dating to 1890, promotes
international trade and investment
in order to stimulate California•s
economy and create jobs. 

California Chamber�s Positions on November�s Ballot Propositions

Restaurant Roundup - The New �Taste of
Rancho Mirage� Nov. 9th, Agua Caliente Casino
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Lucky winner, Kathie Flamm, of Guide Dogs of the Desert, won the 50/50 drawing at the September
Mixer at the Westin Resort.  Flamm announced that she was donating her winnings to the Guide
Dogs of the Desert.


