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NURSES EVENT LAUDED AS GREAT THERAPY
Five Nurses win Excellence Awards - Humanitarian Healthcare Award to Betty Ford

CBS TV2 Anchor to Moderate Candidate Forum on May 30
64th & 80th Assemby, 37th Senate District pols to spar week before primary

Businesses Band
Together to Honor
Service to Others

 Five nurses and one legend were
honored at the 3rd Annual Desert
Nurses Appreciation Luncheon
on April  30 at Thunderbird
Country Club.
       More than 200 attendees
gathered to honor nurses for the
sometimes thankless work that is
so vital to patient care.
        Attendees watched  video
presentations of each of the
honorees and then the sponsors
of the event presented the
awards.
        Desert Regional Medical
Center�s honoree, Infection
Control Practicioner Teresa
Nelson, RN, invoked the name
of Florence Nightingale, the
mother of modern nursing and
hospital sanitation, while
accepting her award.
         �I always knew, from a
very young age, that I would be
a nurse,� Nelson said.  �I was
born on Florence Nightingale�s
birthday.�

Honored for Outstanding Care: Clockwise from top left:  Sponsor Dr. Rick Axelrod, of the Blood Bank of Riverside and San Bernardino
Counties presents the Nursing Award to Teresa Nelson,RN, of Desert Regional Medical Center;  Dr.Joy White presents the Desert Orthopedic Center
sponsored Nursing Award to Lynne Malestic of Eisenhower Medical Center;  JFK Memorial Hospital�s  Frank Rogers,RN accepts the Nursing Award from
Sponsor Valerie Ward, of Burrtec Waste and Recylcing;  Sponsor Charles Townsend presents the Nursing Award to Gayle McGuire, RN, from the Betty Ford
Center. Forest Lawn Memorial Park and Desert Regional Medical Center were the Event Sponsors of the Nurses Appreciation Luncheon. continued on back page
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           With incumbents turned
out of office due to term limits,
voters will have to decide which
new faces to send to the state
capitol to represent them.
           Voters in the 64th and
80th Assembly Districts and the
37th Senate District will decide the
Candidates from each party in the
June 3 state primary.
             The All Valley Legis-
lative Coalition, a non-partisan
group formed by the Palm Springs
Valley Chambers of Commerce in
1998 and the Coachella Valley
Economic Partnership are hosting
a Candidate Forum at the Rancho

Mirage Public Library at 7 p.m. on
Friday, May 30th. The Candidate
Forum is being held on a Friday
evening in order to insure
candidate participation and those
current office holders are back in
the Valley from Sacramento.
        The focus of the Candidate
Forum will be to address how each
candidate will deal with the issues.
Not how each candidate sees their
opponent would deal with the
issues.
       Popular CBS-TV2�s New
Anchor Kris Long will moderate
the forum and questions will be
posed by representatives from the

Legislative Coalition, Economic
Partnership and The Desert Sun.
The event is free and open to the
public.
       Confirmed to attend are
Republican Candidates for the
37 th Senate District John J.
Benoit, Russ Bogh and David
Peters; Republican rivals for the
64th Assembly District, Brian
Nestande and Kelly McCarty.;
and 80th District Democratic
Candidates, Rick Gonzales, Dr.
Richard Gutierrez and Greg
Pettis. Candidates that are
running unopposed will not be
participating in the debate.

Primary Election June 3



Treasurer Michael Crandal
Thunderbird Country Club

Phone: 760.770.6188 Fax: 760.770.6102
Email: mjcatexmor@aol.com

Past Chairman Kathleen Hopp

Colleen Charrette
Colleen Charrette, CPA, CVA

Phone: 760.202.8756 Fax: 760.202.8757
Email: miragecpa@aol.com

Andres Delgado
Las Casuelas Nuevas

Phone 760328.8844 Fax: 760.321.0176
Email: adelado.lcn@gmail.com

Bary Freet
Weil Institute of Critical Care Medicine
Phone: 760.778.4911 Fax: 760.778.3469

Email: BaryPSFD@earthlink.net

Leanna Hofmann
Agua Caliente Casino

Phone: 760.202.6039 Fax: 760.2026301
Email: lhofmann@accmail.net

Chris Jack
Black Angus Steak House

Phone: 760.324.8407 Fax: 760.324.2141
Email: BA1056@BlackAngus.com

Missy Poirier
Red Robin Gourmet Burgers and Spirits

Phone: 760.324.8310
Email: misschef325@earthlink.;net

Sheldon Robinson
Robinson Marketing

Phone: 760.202.9995 Fax: 760.202.6606
Email: sheldonsrstuff@aol.com

Walter Russo
Windermere Real Estate

Phone: 760.770.680l Fax: 760.770.6951
Email: russo@windermere.com

Kristen Seddon
El Paseo Bank

Phone: 760.834.6600 Fax: 760.834.6620
Email: kseddon@elpaseobank.com

Charles Townsend
Charles Townsend Collection
Phone: 760.568.2062 ext. 111

Fax: 760.568.0419
vincimollr@aol.com

Monthly Chamber Meetings
Ambassadors

First Friday 8 a.m.
Board of Directors

Second Wednesday, 7:30 a.m.

Staff
Stuart Ackley, President/CEO

stuart@ranchomirage.org
Darren Zetena

Finance and Communications Director
darren@ranchomirage.org

Eve Phillips, Visitor Services

Rancho Mirage
Chamber of Commerce

42-464 Rancho Mirage Lane
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

Phone:  760.568-9351 Fax: 760.779-9684
e-mail: info@ranchomirage.org
Web site: www.ranchomirage.org
Restaurant Association Web site
www.DineInRanchoMirage.com

Chairman Art Gregoire
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Phone: 760.880.8987 Fax: 760.321.9114

Email: justcallart@hotmail.com

Vice Chairman Linda Long
Lamar Outdoor Advertising
Phone: 760.327.4500 ext. 33

Fax: 760.327.4520
Email: ljlong@lamar.com or

ljblong@hotmail.com

Secretary Pat Manhart
Advanced Hearing Systems

Phone: 760.341.9619 Fax: 760.776.5861
Email: patmanhart@aol.com

Rancho Mirage Chamber
Mission Statement

The mission of the Rancho Mirage Chamber
of Commerce is to aggressively promote a
healthy economic climate for the businesses
and citizens of Rancho Mirage • serve as a cata-
lyst between the business community, mem-
bers of the Chamber and visitors to the City •
foster a dynamic partnership with the City of
Rancho Mirage.

2008 Board of Directors
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Seasons change.  As spring
turns to summer in Rancho Mirage,
we have felt another change at the
Rancho Mirage Chamber.  Our
newsletter designer and editor,
Linda Hendrickson retired on April
30. Linda was one of those once-in-
a-lifetime employee finds when I
hired her in October 2000. Linda
had just retired from Indio High
School where she taught desktop
publishing and business writing for
many years.

Within a year, Linda was
firmly at the helm of the Rancho
Mirage Business Advocate, and
during her tenure with the Rancho
Mirage Chamber of Commerce the
Business Advocate won two Awards
for outstanding chamber newsletter
in the western half of the United
States.
            I have reluctantly stepped in
to edit and layout our monthly
newsletter, but will pale in com-
parison of my predecessor, Linda
Hendrickson.  Linda and her hus-
band Paul, also a retired school
teacher, plan to spend a good chunk
of the year in the Denver, Colorado
area, while still wintering here in
the Palm Springs Valley.  We thank
her for the many years of loyal
service to the Rancho Mirage
Chamber of Commerce and we

wish her all the best in her retire-
ment.

When summer turns to
autumn in a few months, the Ran-
cho Mirage Chamber of Commerce
will also be making a big change.

After 20 years in our
location on Rancho Mirage Lane,
we�ll be moving to the Rancho Las
Palmas Shopping Center into the
old city Library building.  The new
Chamber of Commerce building is
about two and a half times larger
than the space we currently occupy,
and we will finally have a home to
hold our monthly Board meetings,
Ambassador meetings and New
Member Breakfasts.

The concept of the
Chamber of Commerce moving into
a larger space has been in the works
for several years.  The late Dick
McClung, our distinguished citizen
in 2005, pushed the idea with staff
at City Hall for several months to
make this opportunity happen.
We�ll be leasing space on about 1/3
of the old Library, and the
remaining space in the Chamber of
Commerce building will be oc-
cupied by several city departments
as well as a Sheriff�s substation.

And as this past Winter
turned to Spring, Rancho Mirage
hosted the Kraft Nabisco LPGA

Golf Tournamnet at Mission Hills
Country Club for the 36th year.
Chamber staff and volunteers
worked at the Rancho Mirage
information booth and gave away
thousands of City Guides,
Restaurant brochures, maps, golf
tees and pins.

Several businesses have
opened or re-opened this Spring as
the Chamber had a busy April of
Ribbon cuttings and openings.
The most spectacular, of course,
was the opening of the Agua
Caliente Resort in Rancho Mirage
(see story on page 4).

The Agua Caliente also
held their annual donation cer-
emony and gave more than $3
million to local non-profit pro-
grams.  The Rancho Mirage
Chamber was delighted to be
included as one of the non-profits
and we cannot thank the Agua
Caliente enough for all they give
the whole community.

Rancho Mirage welcomed
the opening of the new El Paseo
Bank building at Country Club
Village, as well as the grand
opening of West Dermatology on
Frank Sinatra Drive near Monterey
Avenue.
           Rancho Mirage Hand Car
Wash changed owners.  The new

owner has
cleaned the
place up and
painted the
building and
is in it for the
long haul.
The new
owner and
his wife own
several other
car washes in
R i v e r s i d e
County.

Rancho Mirage Florist
officially re-opened in Rancho
Mirage as well this past month,
after operating in Palm Desert for
the past seven years.  Their new
location, on Highway 111, across
the street from Las Ca-suelas
Nuevas, is very close to where their
original location was torn down to
widen Highway 111 back in 1997.

Finally, more than 220
people attended this year�s 3rd
Annual Nurses Appreciation
Luncheon on April 30 at Thun-
derbird Country Club.  Every year,
the nurses chosen to recieve the
awards are truly special, inspir-
ational people and every year the
event swells with good emotion and
joy.

Not Missing The Change of SeasonsNot Missing The Change of SeasonsNot Missing The Change of SeasonsNot Missing The Change of SeasonsNot Missing The Change of Seasons
         by Stuart Ackley President & CEO

Linda Hendrickson began work-
ing at the Chamber in October
2000. She laid out and edited the
monthly newsletter.

Ackley



Stroke Recovery Center Celebrates 30 Years
   The Stroke Recovery Center
celebrates its 30 year anniversary
of serving the longterm needs of
people who have survived stroke
and providing help for their fam-
ilies. Founded in 1978 by car-
diologist Irving Hirshleifer MD,
the Center is open five days a week
and offers a full spectrum of daily
recreational programs, exercise
and speech therapies.  Most

import-antly all services are a-
vailable free of charge.
     A stroke, a blockage of blood to
the brain, is the third leading cause
of death and the leading cause of
adult disability in the nation.  Strokes
do not discriminate on age, sex, color
or creed.        Most  health insurance
benefits do not cover longterm
rehabilitation.  Unless the victim has
the financial means, continued

therapy is unavailable.  The survivor
faces the disability, isolation, and
depression on his/her own. This is
where programs at the Stroke
Recovery Center start.
     Center programs offer exercise
therapy, speech therapy,
occupational therapy and a full range
of recreational therapy programs
designed to stimulate brain function.
Also included are art programs,

ceramics, computer
workshops, access to the
Inter-net, music programs,
and im-portant social
interactions with other
clients in programs and
daily continental breakfasts
and heart healthy lunches.
Support groups are
available for clients, family
members and caregivers.
    The safe and positive
environ-ment at the Stroke
Recovery Center aids
stroke �clients� in reach-
ing their maximum
potential after suffering the
debilitation of stroke.
          Stroke clients relearn
cognitive skills,
communication skills and
gain strength and balance to
provide the confidence and

hope to live more fulfilled
lives.  Miracles happen every
day. The joy expressed on the
face of a client who is able to

The Stroke Recovery Center provides service to those in need throughout the Palm
Springs valley. The are located near the airport in Palm Springs.

stand clear of his/her wheelchair,
walking unaided by a cane, finding
a word that is eluding memory,
painting a picture, playing a
computer game � all of these things
make everyday a positive one at the
Stroke Recovery Center and
everyday is a highlight.
       As the only longterm rehab-
ilitation facility in the country to
offer these services free of charge,
the Center�s ability to provide
rehabilitation services comes solely
from funding sources in the
c o m m u n i t y � f u n d r a i s e r s ,
foundation grants, individual donors
and sales from the Center�s unique
Jackie Lee Thrift Store.
     Having the opportunity to resume
normal life activities and establish
new skills is vital to the rehabilitation
process.  Every dollar donated to the
Stroke Recovery Center goes
directly into daily client services�
a client who may be your neighbor,
your friend, your relative or your
spouse.   To keep costs down, the
Center op-erates with a small staff
who are assisted by a devoted
volunteer group.
     To learn more about the Stroke
Recovery Center, or how you can
become a volunteer, call director of
community outreach James Martinez
at 760-323-7676.
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El Paseo Bank provides exceptional
banking programs with the good,
old-fashioned service that can only
be found in a community bank. Their
staff takes the time to learn about
the needs of each customer and
responds quickly and effectively to
those needs.

40101 Monterey Ave. Bldg H, in the
Country Club Village Shopping
Center, Rancho Mirage € (760)
834.6600

El Paseo Bank Opens New Building

     El Paseo Bank, who had a
temporary office at Country
Club Village in Rancho
Mirage, cut the ribbon for the
opening of their new bank
building at the same location
on April 17th.
     Former NFL and television
star Merlin Olson (Little
House on the Prarie, Father
Murphy) was on hand for the
big day.
      The Ribbon Cutting was
followed by a catered
reception with marvelous
food and entertainment.



Agua Caliente Hotel Opening
•Once in a Lifetime• Experience

      History was made the
evening of April 18, as Rancho
Mirage and the Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indians cele-
brated the opening of their new
15-story, 340 room hotel with a
party that was a once-in-a-life-
time event.
      The Agua Caliente welcom-
ed 2,500 invited guests to the
opening of the new hotel that
rose 175 feet from the desert
floor in almost two years to the
day from the Ground Breaking.
       Guests were pampered with
tray-passed appetizers and
different food stations from the
very large shrimp station, with a
life-sized ice sculpture of Nep-
tune in the rotunda -  to the
dessert and BBQ stations in the
pool area.
      There was a large stage in
the pool area where Chairman
Richard Milanovich gave opening
remarks and �Dancing with the
Stars� & �Seinfeld� celebrity John
O�Hurley acted as the Master of
Ceremonies.  Entertainment on the
main stage ranged from the Cahuil-
la Bird Singers to Tropical Wave
Steel Drummers to Fire Dancers to
the Cirque du Soliel-styled  MASS
Ensemble to the Dancing Laser
Water show in the pool to the very
large fireworks display.
      Each of the Resort�s restaurants
also had entertainment and food for
the party.  The Steakhouse featured
Marston the Master Cellist and prime
roast and medallions of filet mignon.

bathroom with an oversized
sunken tub and a separate
shower.
      The hotel�s 24 Exec-
utive Suites are 1,100
square feet (double the size
of the deluxe guest room)
and feature the same amen-
ities, plus living room with
an additional 42-inch
plasma flat screen tele-
vision and a wet bar in the
parlor area.  The bathrooms
offer a jetted spa tub and a
gigantic 8-head �deluge�
shower and privacy doors
between the living room
and bedroom.
                The resort also
has two Presidential Suites
on the top two floors of the
resort.  The suites feature
exceptional views of the
Palm Springs Valley and

are 1,650 square feet, with
separate dining and living
rooms.  The bathrooms are
extra spacious and feature a

jetted spa tub and the 8-head
�deluge� shower, his and her sinks
plus vanity and flat screen
television.
       The hotel was completely sold
out for the whole week of its open-
ing.
       They are currently offering a
special rate starting at $89, Sunday
through Thursday until June 15,
2008.

Each guest room at the Agua Caliente Resort features a plush pillowtop mattress and 4 down pillows. The
9-ft. ceilings and floor to ceiling windows make each room spacious with breathtaking views.
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Tribal Donation Will Help Chamber�s
Move to New Offices

    Board Chairman Art
Gregoire was on hand to
accept a donation from
the Agua Caliente Band
of Cahuilla Indians at
their recent annual do-
nation ceremony.
     This year the Agua
Caliente have donated
$3.1 million to valley
non-profits.
     The Chamber had
requested a donation
from the tribe to help
with the Chamber�s
move into new offices in
the fall.

The Tribe�s generous donation will
ensure that Chamber services such
as the Visitor Information Center
can continue to operate uninter-
rupted for the rest of this year.

The Agua Caliente Band of
Cahuilla Indians presented the
checks to 84 different non-profit
groups at the ceremony on April 24.

The Friends of the Rancho
Mirage Library, Barbara Sinatra
Children�s Center, Braille Institute
and the local Alzheimer�s Assocation
were the Rancho Mirage recipients
of donations.  Eight Palm Springs
Unified School District schools
received donations totalling over
$260,000.

Upcoming Mixers and Events
Tuesday, May 20 - Agua Caliente Resort
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, June 17 - Red Robin Restaurant
 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.       (Monterey Marketplace)

The Waters CafØ featured solo
guitarist and vocalist David B and
rotisserie chicken and ribs.  The
Sunset Suite, the hotel�s luxury VIP
suite on the 2nd floor had a guitarist
as well as carved Beef Wellington
and a wine and cheese Sommelier.
The Cahuilla Ballroom featured the
Latin rhythms of Tio and fruit kabobs
and other desserts.
      The $350 million hotel is truly
stunning.  �This takes it (gaming
resorts) up a whole level,� said
Chamber Chairman Art Gregoire.

�This resort is nicer than anything
I�ve seen in Las Vegas.�
      Each of the hotel�s 314 Deluxe
Guest Rooms are a roomy 550
square feet and are equipped with
quality amenities, including a 42-
inch plasma flat screen television,
high-speed internet access/Wi-Fi,
an oversized desk, his and hers
guest robes, an iron and ironing
board, in-room safe, refrigerator
and coffeemaker.  Each of the
Deluxe guest rooms also feature a
flat-screen television in the



Commercial Holiday
Decorations by Debbie

Debbie Dunning
36411 Bankside Drive
Cathedral City, CA 92234
Phone: 760.324.4909
Fax: 760.324.4779
Decoration Contractor
     With 18 years of experience
creating holiday wonderlands for
shopping centers, grand hotels,
banks, country clubs, hospitals,
convention centers, casinos, car
dealerships and airports,
Commercial Holiday Decorating
by Debbie has created visual eye
candy.
      Owner Debbie Dunning has
been designing holiday environ-
ments in the Los Angeles and
Orange County market and now
brings her unique talent to the
Palm Springs Valley. The designs
include everything from trees in
excess of 36 feet to Santa and his
reindeer to magical environments.

Javacaliente
at Agua Caliente

Casino € Resort € Spa
Sandy Josephson
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Phone: 888.999.1995
www.HotWaterCasino.com
Restaurant … Coffee House/
Light Fare
     A classic coffee house offering
freshly-backed pastries, bagels and
more!     Savor the sunny outdoors
with our patio seating,

 PokerDeli
at  Agua Caliente

Casino € Resort € Spa
Restaurant … American
     This is your stop for the perfect
Rueben and other deli favorites.

Wet Bar
at Agua Caliente

Casino € Resort € Spa
Restaurant … American
An exciting pool bar and grill with
great food and incredible views.

Living Free
Animal Sanctuary

Frank Holguin
54250 Keen Cam Road
P. O. Box 5
Mountain Center, CA 92561
Phone: 951.659.4687
Fax: 951.659.3383
www.living-free.org
Non-Profit Organization

     Living Free is a 501(C)(3) non -
profit, no-kill animal sanctuary that
saves and finds qualified homes for
orphaned Cats and Dogs facing
�imminent� shelter euthanasia.
     Living Free can house up to 90
cats and 45 dogs that are set for
adoption.  We are located between
Idyllwild and Lake Hemet on Hwy.
74 at an elevation of 5,000 ft.

West Dermatology
Norma Ohrberg
72785 Frank Sinatra Drive,
Suite 101
Phone: 760.969.5900
Fax: 760.776.8640
www.west dermatology .com
Physicians and Surgeons

     In October 2007, Dr. Pamela
Broska relocated from her former
Palm Desert location to a spacious,
new medical plaza in Rancho
Mirage. Working side by side with
Dr. Broska are Dr. Edward Rotan,
April Ethridge, PA-C and Matthew
Smith, PA-C. Their high level of
training and expertise make them
the preferred dermatological pro-
viders of the Desert.
   Desert residents can feel confi-
dent in the general, surgical and
cosmetic dermatology treatments
offered at this new facility.
     Dr. Broska and the highly skill-
ed medical professionals of West
Dermatology look forward to see-
ing you at their new location for all
of your dermatological needs.

NEW RESIDENT
MEMBER

Pamela Stephens

Welcome New Members Renewing Members
35 years or more

Southern California Edison
36-100 Cathedral Canyon
Cathedral City, CA 92234
760.202.4211

25 to 34 years
Tamarisk Country Club
70-240 Frank Sinatra Dr.
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.328.2141

20 to 24 Years
Best, Best & Krieger
74-760 Highway 111, Suite 200
Indian Wells, CA 92210
760.568.2611

15 to 19 years
Automated Telecom
73-680 Highway 111
Palm Desert, CA 92260
760.776.9628

El Gallito Restaurant
68-820 Grove Street (Highway 111)
Cathedral City, CA 92234
760.328.7794

10 to 14 years
Agua Caliente Tribal Office
5401 Dinah Shore Drive
Palm Springs, CA 92264
760.325.3400

Desert Business Machines
42-471 Ritter Circle
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760.346.1124

David H. Thompson, DDS
40-055 Bob Hope Drive, Suite G
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.321.8003

One Stop Beauty Supply and Salon
73-111 Country Club Dr., #B-4
Palm Desert, CA 92260
760.341.1910

McCallum Theater
73-000 Fred Waring Drive
Palm Desert, CA 92260
760.346.6505

5 to 9 years
Advanced Hearing Systems
42-382 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.341.9619

Agua Caliente Casino € Resort € Spa
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
888.999.1995

Canyon National Bank
74150 Country Club Dr.
Palm Desert, CA 92260
760.776.1500

City of Hope
35688 Cathedral Canyon Drive,
#107
Cathedral City, Ca 92234
760.202.3885

Desert Spine and Neurosurgical
Institute
39-000 Bob Hope Drive, W-410
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.346.8058

Gilda•s Club Desert Cities
67-625 E. Palm Canyon Dr., #7A
Cathedral City, CA 92234
760.770.5678

Harry Schneider, Jr. DDS
40-055 Bob Hope Drive, Suite G
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.321.8003

Lyttleton & Associates
69-930 Highway 111, Suite 210
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.776.9501

1 to 4 years
Amici Italian Trattoria
71-380 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.341.0738

Annette Bak Moranda, DDS
40-055 Bob Hope Drive, Suite G
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.321.8003

Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage, Robert Apple
72-605 Highway 111
Palm Desert, CA 92260
760.776.9898

Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage, Stacey Howard Grande
72-605 Highway 111
Palm Desert, CA 92260
760.898.6868

Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage, Art Gregoire
1555 S. Palm Canyon Drive, Suite C
Palm Springs, CA 92264
760.880.8987

Renewing Members continues on Page 7

Rancho Mirage Business Advocate May 2008       Page 5



Page 6        Rancho Mirage Business Advocate May 2008

April was a busy month for new
businesses in Rancho Mirage
as the Chamber helped to

celebrate with five Ribbon
Cuttings and a grand
opening celebration of the
new hotel at the Agua
Caliente Resort.

Rancho Mirage Hand
Car Wash

The Rancho Mirage Hand Car
Wash property has been
completely renovated and updated
to meet the discerning tastes of
area residents.  It now includes the
addition of a unique gift boutique.

Rancho Mirage Hand Car Wash
uses Meguiar•s, the world•s best
detailing products, and employees
have been certified by Meguiar•s

in Auto Detailing.  Rancho Mirage can be
distinguished from the competition
because is the only 100% hand car wash
in the desert, it offers full-service gasoline,
and features a golf cart detail program that
includes pickup and delivery of your golf
cart.

The new owner, Tom Grady,
brings extensive experience and expertise
to Rancho Mirage Hand Car Wash.  He is
the owner of two other Southern California
hand car washes, Lake Car Wash in Lake
Elsinore, Redhawk Hand Car Wash in
Temecula, in addition to Redhawk Lube
& Auto Repair.

Rancho Mirage Hand Car
Wash is located at 69-800 Highway 111 ,
at the corner of  Highway 111 and Frank
Sinatra Drives in Rancho Mirage.  For
more information contact Rancho Mirage
Hand Car Wash at  760.321.7869.

The Community Center at
Tierra del Sol

The Community Center at
Tierra del Sol, formerly The
Cathedral City Senior Center is
dedicated to improving the
quality of life for seniors. The
Center is located on the main
level of the recently completed
Tierra del Sol Senior Housing
Complex. The Center offers a

variety of activities that include various exercise
and dance classes, language classes,
computer and archaeological groups, knitting
and crocheting  groups, bingo and bridge
games. In addition the Center has an extensive
Outreach Program that provides bilingual social
service and healthcare referral assistance.
Outreach processes utility rebate programs
and assists the homebound by providing
services at their homes. Transportation for
Outreach client-members is also available. Call
for information on programs, services and
membership.

37-171 West Buddy Rogers, Cathedral City,
CA 92234 € (760) 321.1548

Thompson, Schneider and
Moranda

Doctors Thompson, Schneider and
Moranda have relocated their dental practices
to a brand new one-story building with ample
parking and easy access. The doctors pride
themselves on their high standards and quality
dental and patient care. Reconstructive,
cosmetic and preventive dentistry remain their
focus, including digital radiography, in-office
teeth whitening, and porcelain veneers.

The Offices of Dr. David H.
Thompson, Dr. Annette Moranda and Dr.
Harry Schneider  are located at 40-055 Bob
Hope Drive at Country Club Drive, Suite G,
Rancho Mirage, CA.  For more information
contact the Offices of Dr. David H.
Thompson, Dr. Annette Moranda and Dr.
Harry Schneider at  760.321.8003.

Rancho Mirage Florist
Relocating from Palm Desert back

to Rancho Mirage, Rancho Mirage Florist has
come back to its roots! The family-owned and
operated florist has served the Palm Springs
Valley for over 25 years. Rancho Mirage Florist
doesn•t just create arrangements, but
messages of the heart.

Rancho Mirage Florist  is located
at 70-053 Highway 111, across from Las
Casuelas Nuevas, Rancho Mirage, CA.  For
more information contact Rancho Mirage
Florist at  760.324.9984.

April Ribbon Cuttings

Rancho Mirage Hand Car Wash

The Community Center at Tierra del Sol

Rancho Mirage  Florist

The Offices of Dr. David H. Thompson, Dr. Annette
Moranda and Dr. Harry Schneider



Thanks to the April Mixer Hosts

And Thanks to Door Prize Donors

760.340.1145 www.pdnb.com

LA QUINTA
47000 WASHINGTON

PALM DESERT
73745 EL PASEO

PALM SPRINGS
333 N. PALM CANYON

RANCHO MIRAGE
70390 HWY. 111

At Palm Desert National Bank, we are committed to your financial success.

With you in mind, we have created a special $50,000line of credit designed

specifically for business professionals*. We•re pleased to offer a streamlined

application process, and a wide variety of features and additional benefits.

For more information about qualifying for this line of credit, just give us a call.

Our Revolving Line of Credit at Prime

Helps Business Professionals Stay on

Par with Their Daily Challenges.

A V O I D  T R A P S .

1 to 4 Years
Dyson & Dyson Sotheby•s
International Realty, Ini Asmann
70-115 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.567.8661

e-works media
41750 Rancho Las Palmas Dr, #D1
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.341.2812

FastFrame - Rancho Mirage
36101 Bob Hope Drive, Suite E8
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760. 324.9228

Future-Vision Consulting
3 Cueta Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.773.9015

Grand Palms Buffet at Agua
Caliente Casino € Resort € Spa
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
888.999.1995

Haleiwa Joe•s Seafood Grill
69-934 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.324.5613

Jewish Federation of Palm Springs
69-930 Highway 111, Suite 204
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.324.4737

MediRecs Alert Systems
180 N. Luring Drive, Suite 600
Palm Springs, CA 92262
760.969.6906

Ron & Lucy Meepos
Residential Member

Rancho Mirage
Community Association
P. O. Box 163
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.341.1043

Spa Resort Casino
401 E. Amado Road
Palm Springs, CA 92262
888.999.1995

Specialized Nursing Solutions
71780 San Jacinto Drive, Suite B2
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.341.3501

Vista Cove at Rancho Mirage -
••An Active Adult Memory Care••
70201 Mirage Cove Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
760.324.4604

waterscafé at Agua Caliente
Casino € Resort € Spa
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
888.999.1995
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Desert Springs Publishing/ Estate of
Richard J. Soltys
Desert Springs Publishing
Palm Springs Art Museum
Quality Inn & Suites Date Palm
The Pet Nanny
PhotoColorgraphix
Mastercraft Kitchens

Desert Business Machines
Children•s Discovery Museum of the Desert
Costco Wholesale
Esser Air Conditioning & Heating
Advanced Hearing Systems
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage, Art
Gregorie & Terry Nelson

At the April Mixer at Golf Tec,  Board Chairman Art Gregoire and Golf Tec host David
Ingalls present the 50-50 prize to new member Pamela Stephens. Vice Board Chair
Linda Long is on hand to congratulate the winner.

Renewing Members
(con•t from page 5)



Agua Caliente Casino € Resort € Spa  Grand Opening
The hotel rises 15 stories from the desert floor near I-10 and Bob Hope Drive in Rancho Mirage.  Hotel rooms have balconies and
stunning mountain views from both sides of the building.

Rancho Mirage Rotary•s President-
Elect Joe LaGuess, presents the
Club-sponsored Humanitarian
Healthcare Award to John
Schwartzlose, President & CEO  of
the Betty Ford Center, who was on
hand to accept the honor for Mrs.
Ford.
LaGuess said that all of us are in-
debted to Betty Ford, for all she and
her late husband did to help the
valley and called her a true lady in
every sense of the word.

     In his remarks before presenting
the Nursing Award, Dr. Rick
Axelrod, of the Blood Bank of
Riverside and San Bernardino
Counties noted, •What is most
amazing about Florence
Nightingale•s  work is that it took
place seven years before Pasteur
declared his germ theory and a full
century before the creation of the
first antibiotics. Yet she saw clearly
the connection between unsanitary
conditions and patient outcomes and
set to work correcting the situation.Ž
     Dr. Axelrod continued, •This
legacy of compassion and dedication
forms the very backbone of health
care, as it is replicated in each new
generation of nurses. Our co-workers
in saving lives, these professionals
strive alongside us with the utmost
patience and grace.Ž
        Several Chamber members
purchased tables and invited student
nurses and members of the honored
nurses• families to attend as their
guests. The Chamber wishes to thank
members Susan Rubini and Jeff
Abbott as well as Dr. Christoper
Flores for that act of kindness and
generosity.

Event Chair and Chamber
Board Chairman Art
Gregoire,RN,who worked as a Nurse
and Nurse Manager for many years
before changing careers to real estate
was happy to present $2500 to the
College of the Desert Foundation for
Nursing School Scholarships to
students with financial need.

Outstanding Student Nurse
Award recipient Donna De Silva was
granted a scholarship from the first
Nurses Appreciation Luncheon in
2006,  that helped to pay her tuition
and book fees.
          Local businesses donated
items for gift bags for each of the
honored nurses.  The gift bags
included a gift certificate for a skin
treatment with Dr. Sofonio•s
practice. Gift cards for several
restaurants including Black Angus
Steakhouse, Ruby•s and Red Robin.
A gift certificate for a set of •scrubsŽ
from On the Go Scrubs and a painted
chest from Sam•s Club were among
the other items in the gift bags.

Nurses.....con•t.
Mayor Pro Tem Gordon
Moller presents the City-
sponsored Student Nurse
Award to Donna De Silva,
who will be graduating
from COD this spring. De
Silva, a married mother of
two, was a truck driver be-
fore going back to school.
The City of Rancho Mirage
supports learning at any
age and applauds De
Silva•s efforts of going
back to school to obtain
her nursing degree.
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Agua Caliente Hotel by the Numbers
5,500

tons of reinforcing steel
(plus 950 tons of structural steel)

4,150,000
pounds of drywall

2,000
miles of electrical wire

314
Deluxe guest rooms

24
Executive Suites

2
Presidential Suites

35,500
cubic yards of Concrete

Pool Area of Agua Caliente Resort
Photo below shows the view of the
pool area from the 2nd floor VIP
Suite.Guests may rent private cabanas
that are equipped with televisions, wet
bars & massage tables.
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